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Abstract−Phaseolus vulgaris husk as a novel, very common milling agro waste, showed good performance for muta-
genic Cr(VI) removal from chromium enriched aqueous solution. The study involves batch experiments to investigate
the effects of influencing parameters, such as pH, temperature, contact time, initial Cr(VI) concentration, and adsor-
bent dose, on the adsorption process. Results showed a maximum of 99.88% removal of Cr(VI) at pH 1.16, tempera-
ture 20 oC and adsorbent dose of 6 g L−1. The adsorption equilibrium data followed the Freundlich model, suggesting a
heterogeneous nature of the adsorbent surface and the correlation coefficient for pseudo-second-order kinetic model
was found to be very high, showing its applicability during the adsorption process. The maximum Cr(VI) uptake cap-
acity was 3.4317 mg g−1. Thermodynamic parameters like standard free energy change (−7.175 kJ mol−1), enthalpy change
(−8.29 kJ mol−1) and entropy change (0.005 kJ mol−1 K−1) revealed the spontaneous and exothermic nature of adsorp-
tion of Cr(VI) onto P. vulgaris husk. Desorption with 1 mol L−1 NaOH followed by 1 mol L−1 HCl was effective (92.76%)
and, hence, it exhibited the possibility of recycling of used husk.

Keywords: Mutagenic Cr(VI), Phaseolus vulgaris Husk, Freundlich Isotherm, Correlation Coefficients, Pseudo Second
Order, Exothermic

INTRODUCTION

Various pollutants, including heavy metals, are released from a
range of natural and anthropogenic activities and enter the food
chain through drinking water and crop irrigation, a wall to wall
problem, especially in densely populated developing and poor coun-
tries. Chromium is a heavy metal widely used in various indus-
tries, including chrome plating, wood preservation, leather tanning,
pulp production, film and photography, petroleum refining, pig-
ments, catalysis, metal finishing, brass, and electrical and electronic
equipment. It is used as a strong oxidizing agent in organic chem-
istry [1]. Chromium occurs in the environment either in trivalent
Cr(III) or hexavalent Cr(VI) form. Among these two species, Cr(VI)
is known to be carcinogenic and mutagenic as well as being a strong
oxidizing agent causing irritation in plant and animal tissues even
in very small quantities [2]. Biological membranes are impermeable
to Cr(III), but Cr(VI) can easily penetrate the membrane and may
be reduced in the mitochondria, nuclei and cytoplasm to Cr(III),
which readily forms insoluble chromium hydroxides at pH 7.5. Cr(III),
which may be generated inside the cells, binds to protein and
interacts with nucleic acids.

Earlier studies reported a quite large range of chromium con-
centration in natural waters, ranging from 5.2 to 208,000 mg L−1

[3]. Nevertheless, the maximum contaminant level for Cr(VI) in
domestic water supplies is less than 0.05 mg L−1, recommended

for drinking water by the World Health Organization or the US
Environmental Protection Agency [4].

A large number of treatment technologies, as listed in Table 1,
with advantages and disadvantages, have been developed for the
removal of chromium from the aquatic medium. Chemical reduc-
tion and precipitation, ion exchange, electrodialysis, reverse osmo-
sis, solvent extraction, electrochemical precipitation and biosorption
have been suggested for the removal of Cr(VI). But these meth-
ods are expensive and ineffective, especially when the concentra-
tion of heavy metals in the wastewater is low [5]. Biosorption is an
emerging technology which involves sorption of dissolved substances
by biomaterials. It seems to be an efficient technique for the re-
moval of heavy metal ions, and through this technique recovery
and recycling of the adsorbent materials can also be possible along
with the distinct benefits of nonproduction of toxic chemical sludge
and cost effectiveness [6]. Biosorption of Cr(VI) pollutants has been
natural biosorbents (which are mostly cellulose-based materials)
are cost effective, relatively abundant and ubiquitous in the envi-
ronment. The emergence of biosorption made it possible to utilize
various biological substances, such as raw rice bran, Agave lechu-
guilla biomass, oak sawdust, coir pith, rice husk, saltbush, exhausted
coffee, Turkish coffee, waste tea, walnut shell, nut shell, orange peel
[7-13] and many more for removal of Cr(VI) from water and waste-
waters. Also, magnetic nanoparticles modified with many biologi-
cal byproducts, such as, orange peel powder, activated carbon [13-
15] have been used for the same.

The present work explores the adsorption process of Cr(VI) by
using Phaseolus vulgaris (red kidney bean) husk. There is not any
experimental data available on the characterization and utilization
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of P. vulgaris husk for biosorption of Cr(VI). The biosorption poten-
tial of this biomass for Cr(VI) reduction and removal was investi-
gated as a function of initial pH, biosorbent dosage, contact time,
initial Cr(VI) concentration and shaking speed. The equilibrium
biosorption data were evaluated by Langmuir, Freundlich, D-R and
BET isotherm models. The biosorption mechanism was also inves-
tigated in terms of thermodynamics and kinetics. The data of kinetic
studies were evaluated by Lagergren’s pseudo first-order and pseudo
second-order kinetic models.

MATERIAL AND METHOD

1. Reagents and Solutions
All the chemicals (K2Cr2O7, H2SO4, Diphenyl carbazide, NaOH,

HCl) were of analytical reagent (AR) grade. A stock solution of 1,000
mg L−1 Cr(VI) concentration was prepared by dissolving 2.828 g
of K2Cr2O7 in 1,000 ml double distilled water. This stock solution
was diluted to various working concentrations as per requirement.
2. Biosorbent Preparation

P. vulgaris husk an agro waste was collected from the local mar-

ket of Varanasi, washed with distilled water, dried at 100 oC for 12 h
in an thermostatically controlled oven, crushed, milled and sieved.
The sieved adsorbent was thermally treated in double distilled water
for removal of interfering colors of the biomass.
3. Determination of Cr(VI) Concentration in Aqueous Solution

The concentration of Cr(VI) ions in aqueous solution was deter-
mined spectrophotometrically [16] by measurement of the intense
red-violet complex formed after reaction of Cr(VI) and 1,5-diphenyl-
carbazide in an acidic environment. ELICO double beam SL 210
UV-Vis spectrophotometer was used to obtain measurements of
the chromophore complex at its absorbance maximum at 540 nm.
The instrument was calibrated with the standard stock solution
prepared from potassium dichromate. The concentration of Cr(VI)
in an unknown sample was estimated by using the standard cali-
bration curve (concentration vs. absorbance) prepared from ten
standard Cr(VI) solution with concentrations ranging from 0.1 to
1.0 mg L−1.
4. Batch Biosorption Studies

Batch mode of adsorption studies was used to determine the
adsorption of Cr(VI) on biosorbent. The general method used for

Table 1. Current treatment methods for heavy metal removal from waste water, their advantages and disadvantages
S. No Method  Advantage  Disadvantage

1 Ultrafiltration Low driving force
Small space requirement
High packing density

Problem of membrane fouling
Biodegradation of membrane material

2 Nanofiltration Easy operation, reliable, low energy consumption
Can treat inorganic effluent with metal concen-

tration up to 200 mg L−1 on a wide range of
pH and pressure

Costly
Prone to membrane fouling

3 Reverse osmosis Accounts for more than 20% of world desalina-
tion capacity

Efficient rejection rate

High power consumption due to high operating
pressure (20-100 bar)

Prone to membrane fouling
4 Coagulation

flocculation
Can treat waste water with metal concentration

higher than 1,000 mg L−1

Improved sludge settling

High operating cost
High chemical consumption and toxic sludge gen-

eration
5 Floatation Can treat inorganic effluent with metal concen-

tration of more than 150 mg L−1

Effective for small particle removal
Shorter hydraulic retention time, low operation

cost

To improve heavy metal removal subsequent treat-
ments are required

6 Electrocoagulation No chemical required as coagulant
Low operating cost
Simple and easy operation

Cannot remove pollutant directly
High initial investment

7 Electrodialysis Low energy consumption Feed water pretreatment required to prevent elec-
trodialysis stack fouling

8 Electroxidation Uses clean reagent as electron
No chemical reagent required
Simple equipment, easy operation, brief reten-

tion time, can treat a wide range of pollutant

High operating cost
High energy consumption
Risk of electrode fouling

9 Adsorption Effective and cheap technique with new sorbents
Water can be recycled and reused

Adsorbent progressively deteriorating in capacity
as number of cycles increases

Spent adsorbent may be considered a hazardous
waste
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the present study is described as follows: 0.3 g adsorbent was equili-
brated with 50 mL of 10 mg L−1 Cr(VI) solution in a stoppered
Pyrex glass flask at a fixed temperature in a thermostatic shaker
bath. The initial pH of the solution was adjusted with 0.1 mol L−1

HCl and 0.1 mol L−1 NaOH solutions and the stirring speed was
fixed at 180 rpm to maintain the adsorbent particles in suspension
and well mixed conditions. The adsorbent and solution were sepa-
rated by filtration through a filter paper. After separation the ad-
sorbents were washed with double distilled water and the clean fil-
trate was collected in a separate beaker. The amount of Cr(VI) ad-
sorbed on the adsorbent was calculated from the difference between
initial Cr(VI) concentration and Cr(VI) concentration in the fil-
trate. The amount of Cr(VI) adsorbed per unit mass of adsorbent,
qe (mg g−1), was calculated by using the following Eq. (1):

(1)

where qe is the amount of Cr(VI) adsorbed (mg g−1) at equilibrium,
m is the mass of adsorbent (g), V is the volume of adsorbate (L),
and C0 and Ce are the initial and equilibrium liquid-phase concen-
trations of Cr(VI) in aqueous solution (mg L−1), respectively. The
percent Cr(VI) removal signed as R (%) was calculated using the
following Eq. (2):

(2)

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

1. BET, SEM, XRD and FTIR Analysis of Biosorbent
Surface area is an intrinsic property of the adsorbent that can

provide crucial information about its adsorption capacity. The BET
surface area of the adsorbent was found to be 179.1 m2 g−1 with
total pore volume of 0.036cm3 g−1. The large surface area and greater
pore volume of P. vulgaris husk showed its applicability for Cr(VI)
adsorption. Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) enables the direct
observation of the surface microstructures of adsorbent. Fig. 1(a)

and 1(b) show the SEM image of P. vulgaris husk obtained before
and after adsorption of Cr(VI), respectively, at the optimum oper-
ating condition with 10000×magnification. Native P. vulgaris husk
has a shiny, bulky and smooth structure with higher degree of homo-
geneity. The presence of Cr(VI) ions is clearly indicated in the form
of rough, irregular and corroded layer over the surface of the metal
loaded P. vulgaris husk. The X-ray diffraction (XRD) plot of P. vul-
garis husk and Cr(VI) loaded P. vulgaris husk shown in Fig. 1(c)
and 1(d) illustrates the presence of significant amount of amor-
phous material because of SiO2 and CaSiO3 [17]. The XRD pat-
terns of the P. vulgaris husk before and after biosorption with Cr(VI)
indicate that the structure of biosorbent remained unaltered even
after Cr(VI) ions biosorption. The XRD analysis was also confirmed
by SEM analysis of unloaded and Cr(VI) loaded biosorbent in which
only a change in the surface smoothness occurred without any alter-
ation in the surface morphology.

Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) spectrum was carried out as
a qualitative analysis and results were used to identify functional
groups present on the surface of P. vulgaris husk that could be respon-
sible for uptake of Cr(VI) ions. The spectrum of the P. vulgaris

qe = C0 − Ce( )V
M
-----

R %( ) = 
C0 − Ce

C0
----------------

⎝ ⎠
⎛ ⎞ 100×

Fig. 1. Standard calibration curve for the spectrophotometric deter-
mination of Cr(VI).

Table 2. FTIR analysis of Phaseolus vulgaris husk before and after adsorption of Cr(VI)
 Band position (cm−1)

Assignment
Before adsorption After adsorption Differences

3832 3797 +35 Typical -OH stretching
3434 3424 +10 -OH stretching vibration of intra and inter molecular hydrogen bonding
3005 3006 0−1 -CH stretching vibration of aliphatic acid
1869 1868 0+1 -C=O stretching vibration (-COOH, COOCH3)
1748 1735 +13 -C=O stretching vibration (-COOH, -COOCH3)
1639 1657 −18 -C=O stretching vibration (-COOH, -COOCH3)
1558 1580 −22 -N-H bend (10) stretching vibration
1506 1476 +30 -N-H bend (10) stretching vibration
1196 1191 0+5 -C=O stretching vibration
1155 1152 0+3 -C=O stretching vibration
1059 1060 0−1 -C-OH stretching vibration
0852 0854 0−2 -CH (para) bonding
0610 0621 −11 Acetylenic C- H bend



570 S. Srivastava et al.

February, 2016

husk was measured within the range of wave number 4,000-400
cm−1 and shown in Fig. 1(e) for untreated and Cr(VI) treated P. vul-
garis husk, respectively. Peak at 3,832 cm−1 was due to typical O-H
stretching of hydroxyl groups. The broad, strong and intense peak
at 3,434 cm−1 was assigned to the stretching of O-H group due to
intra and intermolecular hydrogen bonding of polymeric compounds,

such as alcohols, phenols and carboxylic acids as in pectin, cellu-
lose and lignin. The O-H stretching vibrations occur within a broad
range of frequencies, indicating the presence of “free” hydroxyl groups
and bonded O-H bands of carboxylic acids. The peak at 3,005 cm−1

was due to C-H stretching of aliphatic acids. Peaks observed at 1,869,
1,748 and 1,639 cm−1 were the stretching vibration of C=O bond

Fig. 2. Characterization of the Phaseolus vulgaris husk developed biosorbent (a) SEM micrograph of native (b) SEM micrograph of Cr(VI)
loaded (c) XRD plot of native (d) XRD plot of Cr(VI) loaded (e) FTIR spectra of native and Cr(VI) loaded biosorbent.
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of non-ionic carboxylic groups (-COOH, -COOCH3) and may be
assigned to carboxylic acids or their esters. Peaks at 1,558 and 1,506
cm−1 assigned to be N-H bond. Peaks at 1,196 and 1,155 cm−1 may
be assigned to aliphatic acid group vibration of C=O and stretch-
ing formation of -OH of carboxylic acids and phenols, and at 1,059
cm−1 can be assigned to stretching vibration of C-OH of alcoholic
groups and carboxylic acids. C-H bonds (Para) and an acetylenic
C-H bond causes peaks at 852 and 610 cm−1, respectively.

Shift in the peaks from 3,832 to 3,797, 3,434 to 3,424, 3,005 to
3,006, 1,869 to 1,868, 1,748 to 1735, 1639 to 1,657, 1,558 to 1,580,
1,506 to 1,476, 1,196 to 1,191, 1,155 to 1,152, 1,059 to 1060, 852 to
854 and from 610 to 621 cm−1 of Cr(VI) sorbed P. vulgaris husk
shows active involvement of acidic carboxyl, hydroxyl and amine
groups in adsorption process (Table 2).
2. Effect of pH

The initial pH of the adsorbate plays a key role in controlling
the biosorption of heavy metal ions onto biosorbents. The pH affects
the biosorption capacity of biosorbent. The solubility of the metal
ions, concentration of the counter ions on the functional groups of
the biosorbent surface and the degree of ionization of the biosor-
bent during reaction are influenced by solution pH [18]. With in-
creased pH from 1.0 to 7.0, percent removal of Cr(VI) decreased
98.59 to 64.16 as shown in Fig. 2. It was observed that the maxi-
mum percentage of Cr(VI) removal was at pH 1.16. Higher removal
efficiency at low pH is due to presence of oxyanions such as HCrO4

−,
CrO4

− and Cr2O7
−2, in acidic condition. The point of zero charge

(pHpzc) of P. vulgaris husk was calculated to be 4.8 and at pH<
pHpzc the adsorbent indicates the presence of positive functional
groups on the surface. These surface positive functional groups exert
strong attraction force on oxyanions. Hence, with lower pH, in-
creased Cr(VI) removal occurred [19]. Though, the decrease in
Cr(VI) removal with increase in pH may be due to the increase in
the hydroxyl ion concentration on the biosorbent surface, which
develops a repulsive force between the oxy-anions and the nega-
tively charged surface [20].
3. Effect of Contact Time

The biosorption capacity of P. vulgaris husk as a function of time
towards different Cr(VI) ion concentrations was studied. The effect
of contact time on Cr(VI) ion uptake by the biosorbent was achieved

by varying the contact time from 5 to 315 min and initial Cr(VI)
concentration from 5 mg L−1 to 30 mg L−1. The removal of Cr(VI)
ions increased from 78.83 to 99.76% by decreasing concentration
of metal from 30 mg L−1 to 5 mg L−1. The results shown in Fig. 3
revealed that metal removal from aqueous medium seems to occur
in two steps. The first step of biosorption involves rapid uptake of
Cr(VI) ions within the first few minutes of contact time followed
by the slow and subsequent Cr(VI) ions removal by the biosor-
bent molecules. It is clear from Fig. 3 that time of equilibrium is
the same for all the initial Cr(VI) concentrations. After attainment
of equilibrium at around 180 min, the removal efficiency remained
almost constant. Initially, the rate of Cr(VI) uptake was higher be-
cause all sites on the adsorbent were vacant and Cr(VI) concentra-
tion was high, but decrease of sorption sites reduced the uptake
rate [21].
4. Effect of Temperature

Temperature is a highly significant parameter in the adsorption
processes. To study the effect of temperature variation on biosorp-
tion of Cr(VI) ions onto P. vulgaris husk, experiments were run at
20, 25, 30, 35 and 40 oC while keeping all other parameters con-
stant. The results of the experiment are in Fig. 4, and the order of
adsorption at all the Cr(VI) concentrations was 20 oC>25 oC>30 oC
>35 oC>40 oC. It was observed that the percentage of adsorption
decreased along with an increase of temperature, the process is exo-
thermic [22].
5. Effect of Adsorbent Dosage

An important parameter for exploring the adsorption process is
the dose of the adsorbent. The removal efficiency of P. vulgaris
husk for a given initial Cr(VI) ion concentration is determined by
the concentration of Cr(VI) in adsorbate solution. In the present
study, by varying the adsorbent dose from 0.5 to 6 g L−1, we ana-
lyzed its effect on metal removal efficiency at a fixed initial Cr(VI)
ion concentration of 10 mg L−1. Biosorption of Cr(VI) on surface
of P. vulgaris husk was increased with increasing biosorbent dos-
age. Cr(VI) removal efficiency increased from 54.08 to 99.88% as
the sorbent dose increased from 0.5g L−1 to 6g L−1 (Fig. 5). Increased
percentage of Cr(VI) biosorption with increased biosorbent dose
was obvious because with an increase in the dose of the biosor-
bent, the number of biosorbent molecules also get increased, which

Fig. 3. Percentage adsorption of Cr(VI) ions on Phaseolus vulgaris
husk from solution of different pH value (initial metal ion
concentration: 10 mg L−1, contact time: 180 min, agitation
speed: 180rpm, biosorbent dose: 6g L−1, temperature: 20 oC).

Fig. 4. Percenage removal of Cr(VI) ions from solutions of differ-
ent concentrations (pH 1.16 shaking speed 180 rpm biosorb-
net dose 6 g L−1 temperature 20 oC).
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facilitates greater availability of vacant active sites for metal bio-
sorption [23].
6. Effect of Shaking Speed

In wastewater treatment process by biosorption technique, it is
important to determine the optimal shaking speed because it con-
sumes energy and has a direct effect on biosorption efficiency. In
present study, the shaking speed varied from 60 to 300 rpm while
all other parameters were kept optimum and constant. Sorption
values for Cr(VI) ions were minimum at 60 rpm (43.76%) and in-
creased as the speed of shaking increased up to 180 rpm (Fig. 6). It
was the optimum shaking speed at which maximum Cr(VI) removal
(99.71%) was observed. With further increase in shaking speed the
biosorption efficiency declined. This may have occurred because
the high shaking speed provided sufficient additional energy to break
newly formed bonds between the biosorbent surface and Cr(VI)
ions [24]. A similar study result was reported by Gupta et al. [25].
7. Adsorption Isotherms

The equilibrium adsorption isotherms are fundamental in de-
scribing the interactive behavior between adsorbate and biosor-
bent and are also important in designing of adsorption systems.

The adsorption equilibrium is established when concentration of
adsorbate in the bulk solution is in dynamic balance with that at the
biosorbent interface. To examine the relationship between metal ad-
sorbed onto the adsorbent (qe) and aqueous concentration (Ce) of
metals at equilibrium, the Langmuir, Freundlich, Dubinin-Radush-
kevich (D-R) models are most frequently used [26]. Also Brunauer-
Emmer-Teller (BET) isotherm model is used in present study to
establish the type of interaction between adsorbate and biosorbent
molecule.

The Langmuir isotherm occurs on a homogeneous surface by
monolayer adsorption without any interaction between adsorbed
ions. The basic assumption of the Langmuir model is that forces
exerted by chemically unsaturated surface atoms do not extend fur-
ther than the diameter of one sorbed molecule. The Langmuir model
was developed for modeling the adsorption of adsorbate molecules
on the energetically uniform surface of the adsorbent molecules
[27]. The Langmuir model takes the form of Eqs. (3) and (4);

(3)

(4)

where Qo and b are Langmuir constants related to the adsorption
capacity, and adsorption energy, respectively, Co is the initial metal
ion concentration in mg L−1, Ce is the equilibrium concentration
in mg L−1, qe is the amount of adsorbate adsorbed per unit mass
of adsorbent (mg g−1) and RL is separation factor. The value of RL

indicates the isotherm model applicability for adsorption of metal
ions. According to Jain et al. [28], the isotherm is unfavorable if
RL>1, favorable if RL value is in between 0 to 1 and if RL value is 1
isotherm is linear while 0 RL value shows irreversible nature. In pres-
ent study, RL value ranges from 0.0007-0.0051 showing favorable
isotherm condition.

The Freundlich adsorption isotherm, one of the most widely used
mathematical descriptions, gives an expression encompassing the
surface heterogeneity and the exponential distribution of active sites
and their energies. Linearized form of Freundlich isotherm Eq. (5)
is as:

(5)

1
qe
---- = 

1
Qo
------ + 

1
bQ0
---------

1
Ce
-----

RL = 
1

1+ bCo
----------------

qe = kf + 
1
n
---

⎝ ⎠
⎛ ⎞ Celnlnln

Fig. 5. Effect of temperature on percent adsorption of Cr(VI) ions
on Phaseolus vulgaris husk at different initial metal ion con-
centration (pH: 1.16 contact time: 180 min, agitation speed:
180 rpm, biosorbent dose: 6 g L−1).

Fig. 6. Effect of contact time on percent adsorption Cr(VI) ions on
Phaseolus vulgaris husk at different biosorbent doses (pH:
1.16, initial metal ion concentration: 10mg L−1, shaking speed:
180 rpm, temperature: 20 oC).

Fig. 7. Effect of shaking speed on percent adsorption of Cr(VI) ions
on Phaseolus vulgaris husk (pH 1.16, initial metal ion concen-
tration 10 mg L−1, contact time 180 min, temperature 20 oC).
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where Ce is the equilibrium concentration in mg L−1, qe is amount
of adsorbate adsorbed per unit mass of adsorbent (mg g−1). ‘kf ’ is a
parameter related to temperature and ‘n’ is a characteristic constant
for the adsorption system under study. The degree of nonlinearity
between solution concentration and adsorption is indicated by the
value of ‘n’. Adsorption is physical process when n>1, if n<1, then
it is a chemical process, and n=1 shows the linear nature of the
adsorption process [29]. In the Freundlich equation, the n value
was found to be 3.3478 (Table 3), which indicates physical adsorp-
tion of Cr(VI) ions on to P. vulgaris husk. In adsorption study of
heavy metal ions on adsorbent surface, the situation of n>1 is very
common and this may be because of distribution of surface sites
or other factors, which results in a decrease in adsorbate adsorbent
interaction with increasing surface density [30]. A value within the
range of 1-10 represents good adsorption [31].

The Dubinin-Radushkevich (D-R) adsorption isotherm model
is an excellent representation for interpretation of equilibrium con-
ditions for biosorption of compounds on porous solids [32]. The
linearized form of the D-R isotherm Eq. (6) is given as:

lnqe=lnqm−kDε
2 (6)

where kD is a coefficient related to adsorption energy, qm is the maxi-
mum adsorption capacity and ε is the Polanyi potential calculated
from Eq. (7):

(7)

R is the universal gas constant and T is the absolute temperature
(K). The constant kD gives an idea about the mean free energy (E)
of adsorption per molecule of the adsorbate when it is transferred
to the surface of the solid from infinity in the solution and can be
calculated from the D-R isotherm constant kD by using Eq. (8):

(8)

The calculated value of E was 6.3492 kJ mol−1 confirming the phys-
ical nature of Cr(VI) adsorption on P. vulgaris husk.

The BET adsorption isotherm model is based on the assump-
tion that on the surface of the adsorbent the adsorbed molecules
are arranged in multiple layers. The first layer does not need to be
completed before the next layer starts to fill up. Adsorption energy
is the same for all the molecules other than the molecules of the

first layer, and for the molecules of a given layer the enthalpy of
adsorption is the same [33]. The linearized form of BET-isotherm
Eq. (9) is given as:

(9)

where qe is the amount of adsorbed metal ions per unit mass of
adsorbents at equilibrium, qm is the maximum sorption capacity,
Ce is the equilibrium concentration of metal ions in solution, Cs is
the saturation concentration of the metal ions and CBET is the BET
adsorption isotherm related to the energy of surface interaction.

Table 3 summarizes all the correlation coefficients, the R2 value
and the constants obtained from the Langmuir, Freundlich, D-R
and BET-isotherm model. On the basis of correlation coefficients
(R2), the Freundlich isotherm model (R2 0.9575) represents a bet-
ter fit to the equilibrium data as compared to the Langmuir (R2

0.9024), D-R (R2 0.905) and BET (R2 0.8373) isotherm model. Also,
Ce vs qe plot of various adsorption isotherm models confirm the
very close relation between experimental and Freundlich equilib-
rium data (Fig. 8). Thus, the adsorption of Cr(VI) ions on the sur-
face of P. vulgaris husk was heterogeneous with multilayer sorption
characteristics. Adsorption capacity of P. vulgaris husk and its com-
parison with various adsorbents used in earlier studies are presented

ε = RT 1+ 
1

Ce
-----

⎝ ⎠
⎛ ⎞

E = 
1
2kD

------------

Ce

qe Cs − Ce( )
------------------------- = 

1
qmCBET
----------------- + 

CBET −1( )
qmCBET
----------------------

Ce

Cs
-----

⎝ ⎠
⎛ ⎞

Table 3. The isotherms and kinetics constants for Cr(VI) adsorptionon Phaseolus vulgaris husk
 Langmuir constant Freundlich constant

Q0 (mg g−1) b (L mg−1) R2 kF n R2

2.4343 39.0625 0.9024 2.9766 3.3478 0.9575
D-R constant BET constant

qm (mg g−1) kD E (kJ mol−1) R2 qm (mg g−1) CBET (L mg−1) R2

2.9901 0.0124 6.3492 0.905 1.9316 101.5099 0.8737
Pseudo-first-order kinetics Pseudo-second-order kinetics

k1 (min−1) qe (mg g−1) R2 k2 (g mg−1 min−1) qe (mg g−1) R2

0.1165 4.6441 0.8922 0.0146 2.4545 0.9579

Fig. 8. Adsorption isotherm models for Cr(VI) adsorption from aque-
ous solution on Phaseolus vulgaris husk using batch adsorp-
tion process at 20 oC, pH 1.16, contact time 180 min, shak-
ing speed 180 rpm and biosorbent dose of 6 g L−1.
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in Table 4.
8. Adsorption Kinetics

Adsorption kinetics describes the solute uptake rate, and evi-
dently this rate controls the residence time of adsorbate uptake at
the solid-liquid interface. For the study of adsorption kinetics, the
contact time was varied from 5 to 315 min with 10 mg L−1 con-
centration of Cr(VI), and at solution pH of 1.16 and the percent
removal of Cr(VI) was observed during the course of study. The
kinetics of the adsorption data was analyzed by using two kinetic
models, Lagergren pseudo-first-order and pseudo-second-order.
The linear form of Lagergren pseudo-first-order kinetics is repre-
sented by Eq. (10):

(10)

Ho and McKay pseudo-second-order rate kinetics can be expressed
by the following Eq. (11):

(11)

where qt is the amount of Cr(VI) (mg g−1 of adsorbent) removed
at time t (min), qe is the amount of Cr(VI) removed at equilibrium,
k1 (min−1) and k2 (g mg−1 min−1) are the rate constant of adsorption
process of pseudo-first-order and pseudo-second-order, respec-
tively. The k1 and qe values of pseudo-first-order kinetics were cal-
culated from the slope and intercept of the plot of log(qe−qt) versus t,
while in case of pseudo-second-order kinetics the values of k2 and
qe were obtained from the slope and intercept of the plot of t/qt

versus t as represented in Fig. 9(a) and 9(b). The value of kinetic
parameters for both the models are summarized in Table 3. The
value of correlation coefficient calculated for pseudo-second-order
kinetic model was found to be higher as compared to the pseudo-
first-order kinetic model, which supports the assumption that ad-
sorption of Cr(VI) ions on the surface of P. vulgaris husk may be
the rate-limiting step involving valence forces through exchange or
sharing of electrons between adsorbate and adsorbent [34].
9. Thermodynamics for Adsorption

The thermodynamics of adsorption was studied to demonstrate
the nature of adsorption of Cr(VI) on P. vulgaris husk. Eqs. (12),
(13) and (14) have been used to calculate the change in Gibbs free
energy (ΔGo), enthalpy (ΔHo) and entropy (ΔSo) for the adsorption
process:

(12)

(13)

(14)

where R is the universal gas constant (kJ mol−1 K−1), Kc is the equi-
librium constant at temperature T, qe and Ce are the equilibrium
concentrations of adsorbate on the adsorbent and in the solution,
respectively. The change in enthalpy (ΔHo) and entropy (ΔSo) can
be calculated from a plot of lnKc vs. 1/T. The degree of spontaneity
of the adsorption process was indicated by Gibbs free energy (ΔGo),
and a more negative value of ΔGo reflects a more energetically favor-
able adsorption process. As represented in Table 5, the obtained

qe − qt( )  = qe − k1
t

2.303
------------loglog

t
qt
---- = 

1
k2qe

2
---------- + 

1
qe
----t

ΔGo
 = − RT Kcln

Kc = 
ΔSo

R
--------

⎝ ⎠
⎛ ⎞  − 

ΔHo

RT
----------

⎝ ⎠
⎛ ⎞ln

Kc = 
qe

Ce
-----

Table 4. Comparison of adsorption capacity of Phaseolus vulgaris husk with other previously studied adsorbents

Adsorbents Temperature
(oC) pH Model used for adsorption

capacity measurement
Adsorption capacity

(mg g−1) Reference

Raw rice bran 25 5 Freundlich 0.07 0[7]
Agave lechuguilla biomass 10-40 2 Langmuir 2.5-3.4 0[8]
Oak sawdust 20 3 Langmuir 1.74 0[9]
Coir pith - - Freundlich 0.2 [10]
Rice husk - - Freundlich 0.6 [10]
Saltbush - 5 Langmuir 0.1 [11]
Exhausted coffee, Turkish coffee,

waste tea, nut shell, walnut shell
- - Langmuir 1.33-1.63 [12]

Orange peel pith - 1 Langmuir 1.9 [13]
Phaseolus vulgaris husk 20 1.16 Freundlich 2.98 Present study

Fig. 9. Kinetic model for adsorption of Cr(VI) ions on Phaseolus
vulgaris husk (a) pseudo first order, (b) pseudo second order.

Table 5. Thermodynamic coefficients for Cr(VI) adsorption on Pha-
seolus vulgaris husk

Temperature
(K)

ΔGo

(kJ mol−1)
ΔHo

(kJ mol−1)
ΔSo

(kJ mol−1 K−1)
293 −7.175 −8.29 0.005
298 −6.995
303 −6.789
308 −6.598
313 −6.494
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value of ΔGo in the present study confirms the feasibility of P. vul-
garis husk as an excellent biosorbent for Cr(VI) biosorption and
spontaneity of the biosorption process [35]. In the adsorption pro-
cess, the values of ΔHo and ΔSo were calculated to be −8.29 kJ mol−1

and 0.005 kJ mol−1 K−1, respectively. The value of ΔHo was negative,
indicating that the sorption process was exothermic [36]. The pos-
itive ΔSo value shows the increased randomness at the solid-liquid
interface during the sorption of Cr(VI) onto P. vulgaris husk.

DESORPTION STUDY

Desorption of the biosorbent is very important for the regenera-
tion and recovery of the Cr(VI) ions. The 1mol L−1 NaOH followed
by 1mol L−1 HCl was used as eluent for desorption of the Cr(VI) ions
adsorbed on P. vulgaris husk. Within a short period of time 92.76%
of the Cr(VI) ions were recovered. After elution of the metal ions,
the biosorbent was regenerated by washing with double distilled
water and used in the next cycle of adsorption of Cr(VI) ions.

CONCLUSION

SEM and FTIR analysis of P. vulgaris husk as biosorbent before
and after treatment with the Cr(VI) solution showed significant
changes in the surface morphology as well as on the position of
various functional groups present on the surface of the biosorbent.
These changes were due to binding of the Cr(VI) ions with the bio-
sorbent. On the other hand the XRD plot showed insignificant
change in the peaks due to unalteration of the mineral composi-
tion of the molecules of biosorbent. Secondly, the process of bio-
sorption of Cr(VI) on biosorbent depends on various parameters
including pH, contact time, temperature, biosorbent dose and shak-
ing speed. Maximum biosorption capacity of P. vulgaris husk for
Cr(VI) was 3.4314 mg g−1 detected at pH 1.16. The equilibrium
time for attainment of maximum Cr(VI) uptake was 180 min at
20 oC. Finally, the adsorption isotherm data showed good agree-
ment with the Freundlich model, thus supporting multilayer ad-
sorption of the Cr(VI) ions on P. vulgaris husk, and the kinetics of
the process was pseudo-second-order.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Authors are thankful to the Head, Department of Botany,
Banaras Hindu University and Department of Chemical Engineer-
ing, Indian Institute of Technology (Banaras Hindu University),
India for providing all necessary facilities to undertake the work.
Authors also thank UGC for financial support.

REFERENCES

1. D. E. Kimbrough, Y. Cohen, A. M. Winer, L. Creelman and C. A.
Mabuni, Crit. Rev. Env. Sci. Technol., 29, 1 (1999).

2. H. Barrera, F. U. Nunez, B. Bilyeu and C. B. Diaz, J. Hazard. Mater.,
136, 846 (2006).

3. F. Richard and A. Bourg, Water Res., 25, 807 (1991).
4. M. E. Mahmoud, A. A. Yakout, H. Abdel-Aal and M. M. Osman,

J. Environ. Eng., 141, 1 (2014).

5. Q. Liu, B. Yang, L. Zhang and R. Huang, Korean J. Chem. Eng., 32,
1 (2015).

6. A. Mittal, D. Kaur, A. Malviya, J. Mittal and V. K. Gupta, J. Colloid
Iinterface Sci., 337, 345 (2009).

7. E. A. Oliveira, S. F. Montanher, A. D. Andrade, J. A. Nobrega and
M. C. Rollemberg, Process Biochem., 40, 3485 (2005).

8. J. Romero-Gonzalez, J. R. Peralta-Videa, E. Rodriguez, S. L. Ramirez
and J. L. Gardea-Torresdey, J. Chem. Thermodyn., 37, 343 (2005).

9. M. E. Argun, S. Dursun, C. Ozdemir and M. Karatas, J. Hazard.
Mater., 141, 77 (2007).

10. K. M. S. Sumathi, S. Mahimairaja and R. Naidu, Bioresour. Tech-
nol., 96, 309 (2005).

11. M. F. Sawalha, J. L. Gardea-Torresdey, J. G. Parsons, G. Saupe and
J. R. Peralta-Videa, Microchem. J., 81, 122 (2005).

12. Y. Orhan and H. Buyukgungor, Water Sci. Technol., 28, 247 (1993).
13. G. Lopez-Tellez, C. E. Barrera-Diaz, P. Balderas-Hernandez, G. Roa-

Morales and B. Bilyeu, Chem. Eng. J., 173, 480 (2011).
14. V. K. Gupta and A. Nayak, Chem. Eng. J., 180, 81 (2012).
15. T. M. Abdel-Fattah, M. E. Mahmoud, M. M. Osmam and S. B.

Ahmed, J. Environ. Sci. Health, Part A, 49, 1064 (2014).
16. Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater,

15th Ed., A.P.H.A., Washington, D.C. (1980).
17. I. D. Mall, S. Tewari and N. Singh, in: Proceedings of the 18th Inter-

national Conference on Solid Waste Technology and Management,
March 23-26, Philadelphia, PA, USA (2003).

18. M. E. Mahmoud and R. H. A. Mohamed, J. Environ. Chem. Eng.,
2, 715 (2014).

19. V. K. Gupta, A. Rastogi and A. Nayak, J. Colloid Interface Sci., 342,
135 (2010).

20. F. Gorzin and A.A. Ghoreyshi, Korean J. Chem. Eng., 30, 1594 (2013).
21. K. M. S. Surchi, Int. J. Chem., 3, 103 (2011).
22. M. K. Mondal, Korean J. Chem. Eng., 27(1), 144 (2010).
23. V. K. Gupta, R. Jain, A. Mittal, T. A. Saleh, A. Nayak, S. Agarwal

and S. Sikarwar, Mat. Sci. Eng.: C, 32, 12 (2012).
24. M. E. Argun, S. Dursun, C. Ozdemir and M. Karatas, J. Hazard.

Mater., 141, 77 (2007).
25. V. K. Gupta, S. Agarwal and T. A. Saleh, J. Hazard. Mater., 185, 17

(2011).
26. A. Mittal, J. Mittal, A. Malviya and V. K. Gupta, J. Colloid Interface

Sci., 344, 497 (2010).
27. O. Sukand, R. Sukand, A. Magirin and T. Tenno, Environ. Sci. Pol-

lut. Res., 1, 43 (2002).
28. A. K. Jain, V. K. Gupta, A. Bhatnagar and Suhas, Sep. Sci. Technol.,

38, 463 (2003).
29. M. B. Desta, J. Thermodyn., 2013, 1 (2013).
30. B. E. Reed and M. R. Matsumoto, Sep. Sci. Technol., 28, 2179 (1993).
31. A. Ozer and H. B. Pirincci, J.Hazard. Mater., 137, 849 (2006).
32. M. E. Mahmoud and R. H. A. Mohamed, Sep. Sci. Technol., 49, 868

(2014).
33. M. E. Mahmoud, J. Environ. Manage., 147, 264 (2015).
34. M. R. Sangi, A. Shahmoradi, J. Zolgharnein, G. H. Azimi and M.

Ghorbandoost, J. Hazard. Mater., 155, 513 (2008).
35. Y. Hannachi, N. A. Shapovalov and A. Hannachi, Korean J. Chem.

Eng., 27, 152 (2010).
36. A. Mittal, J. Mittal, A. Malviya and V. K. Gupta, J. Colloid Interface

Sci., 340, 16 (2009).



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 290
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 290
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 800
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [2834.646 2834.646]
>> setpagedevice


